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Allowed (Claims 



Applicants gratefully acknowledge the. all 



indicationithat Claims 3-5 would be allowable if 
the lirnitatkons of the base claim and any irrtervi 

i 
j 

Refection's Under 35 U.S. C. 8 103 (a^ 

Tne Examiner repeated verbatim the pre 
16-20 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Singh' 




and Distributed Computing, pp. 1 84-201, (hereiAer ^ferred to as "Singh") in view of U.S. 



Patent N6. 6,594,044 Bl to Buchanan et al. 
Applicanks* remarks in response to the saxr tf rej 
respectfully request the Examiner to reconsider 
arguments. 

In response to Applicants' earlier siibmi : ed 
claims 1 j-10, 12-14 and 16-20 are not directed 
characteristic of "strength of claim". The Exi 
discloses sending a message (i.e., AlM_Lpdeu 
time, duration; before the ACLKjamer expires;] 
(i.e., if the Ack-timer times out, for want of; a 
NE receives AlRPJiello^Ack from omerjStesj| 
fig. 3, trie leader calculation; col. 6, lines 2|-9). 



:ef of Claim 1 1 and the Examiner's 
in independent form including all of 



i , 1 i 

Applicants respectfully submit that 4^ 

distinguishable over Buchanan without th^iee 

i ; 'j 

(i.e. define) "strength of claim." The term j 
deffriedlin the specification, for example jatpai 



@oio 
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ections of Claims 1, 2, 6-10, 12-14, and 
sljmg Good Leaders", Journal of Parallel 



'Buchanan'*)- The Examiner traversed 
jctiori ! previously asserted. Applicants' 

irks in view of the following additional 



tents, the Examiner indicated that 
ically point out the functionality or 
ier indicated that "Buchanan clearly 
k lessage; col. 5, line 60) at an interval (i.e. 
j line 62) determined by strength of a claim 
jement message from the leader, but the 
stops the timer and proceeds to step 306, 



, 12-14, and 16-20 are patentably 



: td )1 at out the functionality or characteristic of 
claim" as used in the claims is clearly 
lilies 13-25. 
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Applicants respectfully disagree wimjjth'e 
discloses s'ending a message (i.e., AJRP_Leadeiij 



time, duration; before the ACKtimer expires; &f.f ijffi 62 ) determined by strength of a claim 



(i.e., if the! Ack-timer times out, for want of apkhi 
NE receives AlRP_Hello_Ack from other NEs; 'i 
fig. 3, thejleader calculation; col. 6, lines 2-9) 

■ ! I I 

The Examiner miscbaracterizes the refer 
: 1; W 

which correlates "leadership claim message intei 

respectfully submit that the claim lirmtation^irrt 
! !• i!L< 

in each of the rejected claims is not taught ojr su 

combined in any way. I 



The referenced time interval of B 
62" refers to a period before which an ackno 
Buchanan recites tl The process begins in stjep| 
AIRP Hello message and starts an acknowled) 
state the process proceeds to step 302, the awa! 
before the ACK timer expires, the NE stop's t| 
state." (tol. 5, lines 56-63). Applicant respe 
simple timer not associated with any partic 
claim, this reference does no t teach or 



Al 



successive leadership claims an d certainly ftoj 
by a strength of claim. 

Further, Buchanan describes a leader c 
addresses (col. 6, lines 18-27). This descrij 
give strength of claim to a leader candidate but 

with the referenced "interval" before the ACK] limey 

■ k M 

in a calculation state 306 which does not ojitpj 



Swfed dement message from the leader, but the 
btops the timer and proceeds to step 306, 

jj 

liith respect to a limitation in each claim 
> ijjth "strength of claim'*. Applicants 
stermined by strength of claim" included 
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ieVs assertion that "Buchanan clearly 
isage; col. 5, line 60) at an interval (i.e. 



>y Singh or Buchanan alone or 



before the Ack_timer expires; col. 5, line 

timer expires. In full context, 
^starting state, in which an NE sends an 
er(ACK_timer). ... From the starting 
If the NE receives AIRP _Leader_Ack 
I transits to Step 304, the TCP setup 

that the referenced Ack_timer is a 
tdidate as claimed or a strength of any 
ahmit an "interval" ( period between! 



feest any such interval being determined 



l state 306 which elects a leader based on 
|s, i.e. addresses, that may be construed to 
Instrued, such strength has no correlation 

)ires. Rather, such strength is considered 
Kck timer. That is, in contrast to the 



- It H'li if I Hi r 
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present invention, the cited prior art does not jtijic | 
determined by strength of a claim a candidate bu li 

l 

Contrary to the Examiner's characterize 
according to the present invention "interval" jcoi 
successive leadership claim messages for a giv| 
lines 15-2TI) provides that a stronger leadership 
sent that are more likely to result in the stronger 
message that is transmitted more frequently is 
claim messages of weaker candidates. 

Applicant respectfully submit that nelti 
suggest 'Voting performed by sending a leade 
an interval determined by strength of claim,^ ■• 
teach or suggest each and every element of a 
respectfully submit that the Examiner has njat- 
U.S.C. Ip3(a) with to any of the rejected cl£ 

Applicant respectfully submits that tbe 
independent claims 8 and 14 submitted vriti'i 
lirnitatiob "wherein voting is performed by{~ ~ 



priority blaim at an interval determined by smefl 
leader ,, .| 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge 
that Claims 3-5 contain allowable material jj 
be held in abeyance pending the ultimate dgsjj 
amendeld if necessary. 
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b r suggest "apriority claim at an interval 
becoming a leader." 

Applicant respectfully submits that 

intervenirig period of time between 
£ate. The present specification (page 22 
es leadership claim messages to be 
idi&^tes election. This is because a claim 
to be received first than leadership 



i lanan or Singh alone or combined teach or 
x im message including a priority claim at 
me of the references alone or combined 

indent claims 1, 8 or 14, Applicants 
pjrima facie case of obviousness under 35 
6-10, 12-14, and 16-20). 

has not addressed the amendments to 
s previous response which add the 
ljeadership claim message including a 
claim a candidate has on becoming a 

er's allowance of Claim 11 and indication 
[is request that the objections to Claims 3-5 
of Claim 1 after which Claim 3 may be 
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CO 



In yiew of the foregoing remarks, it is 
presently pending in the application are belief 
distinguish over the art of record. An early noti 
should have any questions concerning this co: 
helpful, trie Examiner is requested to call the 

Please charge any deficiency as well 
during the! pendency of this application, or cr x j 
account No. 50-0369 . Also, in the event any 
the pending application^), please treat this pajf' 
charge deposit account No. 50-0369. 



Dated: | 



BROWTjT RTJDNICK BERLACK 
Box IP, 18th Floor 
One Financial Center 
Boston, MA 02111 
Tel: 617-856-8369 
Fax: 6lt 856-8201 
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ON 



r submitted that Claims 1-14 and 16-20 
condition for allowance and patentably 
»f is earnestly solicited. If me examiner 
jn or feels that an interview would be 
undersigned attorney. 

fees which may become due at any time 
irpayment of such fees to deposit 
of time for responding are required for 
letition to extend the time as required and 



iy submitted, 



[ichaelis, Esq. 

,221 
[No. 21710 
Ifor Applicants 
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